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“We cannot account for every need that every 
person will ever have. Accessibility is a promise, 

not a guarantee. It’s a speculative practice.”

Carolyn Lazard, Accessibility in the Arts



Accessibility on the Web



Designing for Screen Readers
� Alt text and image description�

� Also helpful for SE�
� Null alt text for decorative image�
� Fewer than 1% of images online are describe�

� HTML Semantic�
� Including blind and low-vision users in the design 

process



Color Contrast
� People with low vision or color blindness rely on high-

contrast text for readability�
� Avoid color-dependent information�
� Avoid text over busy backgrounds.



Web Navigation
� Ensure all interactive elements can be accessed 

without a mouse�
� Highlight where the user is on the page�
� Don’t use complex menus.



Language Tools
� Real-time text translation by Googl�
� Simplified language mode—e.g. for aphasi�
� TTS in multiple language�
� Pronunciation and definition tools



Current Innovations
� Brain-computer interface for quadriplegic�
� AI for real-time image descriptio�
� Voice-controlled navigation



Accessibility in Art



Making Existing Art 
Accessible 

� Touch exhibits in museum�
� Sensory-friendly performances�
� Sign language interpretation



Accessibility as Art
� Sign Gene: captions as a part of the ar�
� Increased use of captions in online spaces such 

as Tiktok and Youtube 



Our Proposal





Bionic Reading
� Said to improve reading speed for people with ADH�
� Mixed support, anecdotal evidence



Paragraph focus
� Limits distractions while readin�
� Breaks up large blocks of text 



Accessible font
� Sans serif fonts are generally more readabl�
� Accessible fonts include Arial, Comic Sans, Verdana�
� Fonts that enhance character definition, e.g., ‘1’, ‘l’, ‘I’



Low-Contrast Colors
� Bright, contrasting colors can overstimulating for 

autistic user�
� Pastels or simply gray scale color schemes can be 

better



Disable Autoplay
� Autoplaying content can be overwhelming, 

overstimulating, or distracting for many users



Hide Visuals
� Visual content, especially gifs, videos, and busy 

images, can be distracting or overstimulatin�
� This feature allows users to hide distracting 

visuals



Bureau of Internet Accessibility: How to Make Your Website More Accessible for People with ADHD 

     https://www.boia.org/blog/how-to-make-your-website-more-accessible-for-people-with-adhd 

Perkins School for the Blind: How to Write Alt Text and Image Descriptions for the Visually Impaired

     https://www.perkins.org/resource/how-write-alt-text-and-image-descriptions-visually-impaired/

Digital Accessibility for All - Web Design for Autism

     https://overlayfacts.org/blog/digital-accessibility-web-design-for-autism/

Alt Text as Poetry 

     https://alt-text-as-poetry.net/

Chancey Fleet - Dark Patterns in Accessibility Tech

     https://datasociety.net/library/dark-patterns-in-accessibility-tech/

Accessibility in the Arts: A Promise and a Practice

     https://promiseandpractice.art/

Eye on Design: In Web Design, Accessibility Shouldn’t Be an Afterthought

     https://eyeondesign.aiga.org/in-web-design-accessibility-shouldnt-be-an-afterthought/
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